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interview

Frederik Rolje

Studio Frederik Roije was founded in 2002 and specialises in interior, furniture and
product design. Head designer and founder Frederik Roije talks to Perspective about

his designs, life and goals
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So who is Frederik Roije?

| was born in 3 beautiful country village called Gaer in the east of
the Netherlands. The countryside is a good base to grow up in,
but to learn more about life you have to move te different places
First | went to Eindhoven to study at the Design Academy and
then | moved on to Amsterdam Amsterdam is like an
international village, full of free and lively people. | live in a 17th
century apartment by the canats, which my girlfriend thinks 1s
very romanlic,

Did you always want to be a designer?
Orginally | wanted to be a film director, which is also a creative
profession. But then | discovered different art forms so at the age
of 15 1 decided to be a designer. Being able to think i a different
way and being creative is almoest like a gift. 1 can’l think of
anythung more exciting to do every day.

What inspires you?

| get inspired by the things around me. it sounds like a hig cliche,
but there is so much beauly in the world. Through the urge fo
share these ideas and experiences, my concepts became
products. Products are for me the ideal translation of my visions

Tell us about Studio Frederik Raije.

Since 2003 I've had my own design studic in Amsterdam located
in an industrial building that was redesigned into a beautiful
office. Our main focus i1s concept and renewal — always searching
for surprises and beauly. You can see this in our pas! projects.

How would you describe your design style?

| don't have a specific style. Designing for me 15 always searching
tor good concepts and surprises thal are beautiful. Products
have a tendency of disappearing because of their functianahty. |
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wan! to prevent this by giving products an additional value.
This value 15 1n the emotion of the product, Memory and
interaction add a personal relationship between product
and user

What excites you about design today?
Everything is getting faster, bigger and more. Where will it
end? Do we want mare, or |s less more?

What are you working on right now?

Too many things — but | like being busy. Some new interior
projects are in progress and new products are going in
production. But don't warry — we will let everybody know

about pur latest and greatest.

Do you have a personal favourite design?

I cannot pick one specific thing as my favourite. My designs are
like children — you have equal love for each of them. But if |
must choese... 'Lampscapes’ was a real success. It's a special
lamp where familiar shades are melted into one.

And is there anything completely new to you that you'd like a
crack at?

Building 3 house 1n every delail with my magic pencil. Interior,
exterior — the works!
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